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The Story of the Annunciation of the Lord 
  The feast of the Annunciation, now recognized as a 

solemnity, was first celebrated in the fourth or fifth 

century. Its central focus is the Incarnation: God has 

become one of us. From all eternity God had decided that 

the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity should become 

human. Now, as Luke 1:26-38 tells us, the decision is 

being realized. The God-Man embraces all humanity, 

indeed all creation, to bring it to God in one great act of 

love. Because human beings have rejected God, Jesus will 

accept a life of suffering and an agonizing death: “No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends” (John 15:13). 

  Mary has an important role to play in God’s plan. From 

all eternity, God destined her to be the mother of Jesus and 

closely related to him in the creation and redemption of the 

world. We could say that God’s decrees of creation and 

redemption are joined in the decree of Incarnation. Because 

Mary is God’s instrument in the Incarnation, she has a role 

to play with Jesus in creation and redemption. It is a God-

given role. It is God’s grace from beginning to end. Mary 

becomes the eminent figure she is only by God’s grace.     

She is the empty space where God could act. Everything 

she is she owes to the Trinity. 

  Mary is the virgin-mother who fulfills Isaiah 7:14 in a 

way that Isaiah could not have imagined. She is united with 

her son in carrying out the will of God (Psalm 40:8-9; 

Hebrews 10:7-9; Luke 1:38). 

  Together with Jesus, the privileged and graced Mary is 

the link between heaven and earth. She is the human being 

who best, after Jesus, exemplifies the possibilities of 

human existence. She received into her lowliness the 

infinite love of God. She shows how an ordinary human 

being can reflect God in the ordinary circumstances of life. 

She exemplifies what the Church and every member of the 

Church is meant to become. She is the ultimate product of 

the creative and redemptive power of God. She manifests 

what the Incarnation is meant to accomplish for all of us. 

Reflection 

  Sometimes spiritual writers are accused of putting Mary 

on a pedestal and thereby, discouraging ordinary humans 

from imitating her. Perhaps such an observation is 

misguided. God did put Mary on a pedestal and has put all 

human beings on a pedestal. We have scarcely begun to 

realize the magnificence of divine grace, the wonder of 

God’s freely given love. The marvel of Mary—even in the 

midst of her very ordinary life—is God’s shout to us to 

wake up to the marvelous creatures that we all are by 

divine design. 

 

The Dream: 
    Francis tossed in his bed, straining his mind, begging it to relax, asking 
it to sleep, coaxing his body gently, then violently, to drop off into 
slumber. 
    “Quit thinking.  Please sleep, mind.  I have to rest, to sleep, or I'll never 
recover from this madness, this despair that's clutching at me here in the 
dark.”  He got up and paced the room, his hands ruffling his tangled hair. 
    “What's the matter with me?  This is so crazy.  How can I be afraid and 
upset when there is nothing to be afraid of?  It's so silly.  Get back into 
bed, Francis.  Relax.” 
    He dove onto the bed and lay face down, trying to feel exhausted, but 
he couldn't sleep.  All night he tossed and sweated and asked himself 
why sleep never came easily anymore.  It had been this way since his 
illness and the strange feeling of loneliness he'd experienced walking the 
hills of Assisi that first day he dared leave his sickbed and venture outside 
into the sun.  Now his nights were filled with terror and preciously 
snatched moments of half-sleep. 
    Finally, when the first rays of morning were streaking across his bare 
back, Francis dozed off.  And then it was he had the Dream. 
    He was led into the great hall of a dazzling Palace, where a radiant 
Princess-Bride held court.  The walls were covered with shields and 
trophies of battles won.  And when he asked aloud who the Lord of the 
castle was, a voice sang out: “It's the high court of Francis Bernardone 
and his followers.” 
    When Francis awoke, something had changed.  It was not the message 
of the Dream that moved him so, not the announcement that he was 
going to be a great lord.  No, it was the fact of the Dream, that it had 
happened, that he now had a sense of direction, something to live for.  
There was a certainty about his Dream, like that of a vision.  Even had the 
Dream been of Francis' losing his money and position and becoming a 
beggar, it would have pleased him, because then he would at least have 
known which way to go.  A sense of goal and purpose were more 
important, it seemed, than what direction he was going in.  Maybe it had 
something to do with his won worth or who he was, but most of all, it 
meant that he was going somewhere, anywhere.  His will was no longer 
paralyzed, the dream had freed him from his own frozen will. 
    So Francis had determined to make his Dream come true, knowing that 
it was the setting-out that mattered.  He remembered so clearly his 
lightness of heart as he left Assisi to join the papal armies of Walter of 
Brienne,  Norman captain who was winning brilliant battles in the service 
of Pope Innocent III.  But the pattern of highs and lows in his life wasn't 
to be altered so easily, even by visions and dreams.  He'd only been on 
the road a day or so when, in the city of Spoleto, he began to hear voices 
in the night.   
(Taken from Francis, The Journey and the Dream,  by Murray Bodo;  next 
month: The Dream of Spoleto)         Janice Rybaski ofs, minister. 

This sounds like our Minnesota spring. 
"The sun was warm but the wind was chill. 

You know how it is with an April day. 
When the sun is out and the wind is still, 

You're one month on in the middle of May. 
But if you so much as dare to speak, 
a cloud come over the sunlit arch, 
And wind comes off a frozen peak, 

And you're two months back in the middle of March." 
-  Robert Frost, Two Tramps in Mud Time, 1926 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
March 13, 2018 St Otto’s Conference Room 5PM 

  Members present: Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt & Sr Mary Ann 
Capizzo.  Excused: Sue Zenzen. 
  Minister Jan opened the meeting with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Sr Mary Ann shared a spiritual reading.  Minutes of 
the last meeting were reviewed and approved.  Treasurer’s 
report reviewed and approved.  
Beginning balance Feb 13, 2018: $631.44 
Receipts: common fund  $131.00 
India family    $  10.00 
Interest    $       .04 
Total     $772.48 
Disbursements: stamps/cards $  15.00 
Ending balance March13,2018: $757.48 
  Jan will check Oasis Share a Meal for dates available in 
October.  Julie LaFlamme and youth group of Pierz will 
help.  Janet Berendt will place an ad in the Morrison County 
Record and church bulletins for the yard sale May 19, 2018 
at the home of Kay Voegtle in Pierz.  Beverly Nouis has 
requested to be placed as lapsed status.  Fr Ed McKenzie, 
ofm has given approval for Sr Mary Ann Capizzo as our 
Spiritual Assistant beginning immediately.  Regional 
Spiritual Assistant, Kathy Taormina has also been notified.  
  March birthdays: Sue Zenzen and Josephine Larson.  The 
annual report has been sent to the Queen of Peace Region.  
The Regional Spring Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, April 
21, 2018 at St Francis Convent, Little Falls, 8:30 AM to 3:00 
PM.  Cost: $25 by April 7, $30 at the door.  Speaker will be 
Jim Flickinger of Amazon Relief.  Registration may be sent 
to Janet Hyk, ofs, 1975 15th Ave SE #225, St Cloud, MN  
56304. 
  Regional gathering at King’s House, Buffalo June 1-3, 2018.  
Bingo at Nouis Home set for July 18.  Closing prayer from 
The Ritual at 5:45 PM. 
  Minutes of The Gathering-6PM-Hearthside Room:  
Members present: Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Patty Commerford, Elvira Stumpf, 
David Czech, Janet Berendt & Sr Mary Ann Capizzo.  
Excused: Sue Zenzen, Pam Geyer & Karen Gross.  Absent: 
Rita Vosen.  Following a bag lunch, the meeting opened with 
prayers from The Ritual.  Jan shared information from the 
council meeting.  Janet Berendt led the Stations of the Cross.  
Gospel; readings read and discussed for the Fourth Sunday 
of Lent.  Kathy Hoffman Tax read from the FUN Manual on 
The Rule.  Patty Commerford led the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy.  Welcome to Sr Mary Ann Capizzo.  Closing prayers 
from The Ritual at 8:00 PM.   

Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 

Calendar of Events 
April 2018 
1st-Easter Sunday 
9th-The Annunciation of the Lord 

10th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Sue Zenzen 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
11th-birthday-Beverly Nouis 
13th-profession anniversary-Doris Falk & Agnes Thoma 
19th-profession anniversary-Rita Toenies 
21

st
-Regional Spring Retreat 8:30AM St Francis Convent 

25th-St Mark 
28th-St Louis Grignion de Montfort 
30th-St Pius V 
May 2018 
1st-St Joseph the Worker 
3rd-birthday- Ann Lochner 
Sts Philip & James 
8th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Patty Commerford 
Prayer-Franciscan Crown Rosary 
11th-profession anniversary-Rita Vosen 
13th-profession anniversary- Janet Berendt, Patty 
Commerford, Josephine Larson, Collette Peterson 
The Ascension of the Lord 
14th-St Matthias 
15th-St Isidore the Farmer 
17th-birthday-Doris Falk 
18th-St John I 
19th-Yard Sale fundraiser at Kay Voegtle’s in Pierz 
20th-Pentacost Sunday 
22nd-St Rita of Cascia 
25th-St Bede the Venerable 
27th-The Most Holy Trinity 
31st-The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
 

Saint Mark’s Story 

  Most of what we know about Mark comes directly from the New 

Testament. He is usually identified with the Mark of Acts 12:12. When 

St. Peter escaped from prison, he went to the home of Mark’s mother. 

Paul and Barnabas took him along on the first missionary journey, but 

for some reason Mark returned alone to Jerusalem. It is evident, from 

Paul’s refusal to let Mark accompany him on the second journey 

despite Barnabas’s insistence, that Mark had displeased Paul. Because 

Paul later asks Mark to visit him in prison, we may assume the trouble 

did not last long. 

  The oldest and the shortest of the four Gospels, the Gospel of Mark 

emphasizes Jesus’s rejection by humanity while being God’s 

triumphant envoy. Probably written for gentile converts in Rome—

after the death of Peter and Paul sometime between A.D. 60 and 70—

Mark’s Gospel is the gradual manifestation of a “scandal”: a crucified 

Messiah. 

  Evidently a friend of Mark–calling him “my son”—Peter is only one 

of this Gospel‘s sources, others being the Church in Jerusalem (Jewish 

roots), and the Church at Antioch (largely gentile). 

Like another Gospel writer Luke, Mark was not one of the 12 apostles.   

We cannot be certain whether he knew Jesus personally. Some 

scholars feel that the evangelist is speaking of himself when describing 

the arrest of Jesus in Gethsemane: “Now a young man followed him 

wearing nothing but a linen cloth about his body. They seized him, but 

he left the cloth behind and ran off naked” (Mark 14:51-52). 

  Others hold Mark to be the first bishop of Alexandria, Egypt. Venice, 

famous for the Piazza San Marco, claims Mark as its patron saint; the 

large basilica there is believed to contain his remains. 

  A winged lion is Mark’s symbol. The lion derives from Mark’s 

description of John the Baptist as a “voice of one crying out in the 

desert” (Mark 1:3), which artists compared to a roaring lion. 

        St. Joseph has two feast days on the liturgical calendar. The first is March 19—Joseph, the 
Husband of Mary. The second is May 1—Joseph, the Worker. 
“Saint Joseph is a man of great spirit. He is great in faith, not because he speaks his own words, but 
above all because he listens to the words of the Living God. He listens in silence. And his heart 
ceaselessly perseveres in the readiness to accept the Truth contained in the word of the Living God,” 
Pope John Paul II had once said. 
   There is very little about the life of Joseph in Scripture but still, we know that he was the chaste 
husband of Mary, the foster father of Jesus, a carpenter and  a man who was not wealthy. We also 
know that he came from the royal lineage of King David. 
   We can see from his actions in scripture that Joseph was a compassionate man, and obedient to 
the will of God. He also loved Mary and Jesus and wanted to protect and provide for them. 
   Since Joseph does not appear in Jesus' public life, at his death, or resurrection, many historians 
believe Joseph had probably died before Jesus entered public ministry. 
Joseph is the patron of many things, including the universal Church, fathers, the dying and social 
justice. 

 


